preface to our subject. My object in making the following communication is to give publicity to a case of some importance, which occurred in the practice of my late father, wherein are detailed the steps of an operation, which, if adopted, I have reason to believe, will constitute the foundation of a successful practice in cases where lithotomy is called for, and the lateral operation is impracticable. The operation by the lateral method has frequently proved unsuccessful, as well from mischief committed with the knife, as from injury inflicted by a rude and incautious use of the forceps. The event, however, which the skilful surgeon has most to dread, is urinary infiltration ; and beeause this accident is less likely to occur when the bladder is wounded through the perineum, than when it is opened above the pubis, he prefers the former operation, although the latter is more simple. 
